A New ECQA Profession in Dissemination and Exploitation under development: ECQA Certified Valorisation Expert Training and Certification (VALO)
Many European and other projects seem to be carried out in isolation and to finish without essential impact on society, economy, policy and practice.  Most projects, such as lifelong learning, research and innovation projects are basically missing a good dissemination and exploitation strategy. 
The valorisation (French term for dissemination, sustainability and exploitation) of projects results can contribute to maximisation of achievements and increasing sustainability beyond the lifetime of their development. Since there is a lack of skills for carrying out valorisation actions, the valorisation training and certification schema it is expected to contribute substantially in meeting this need. It includes issues such as transfer of the results and best practices to different and broader contexts; potential tailoring to the needs of others; continuation after the funding period has finished; influences on policy and practice; serving the public good. The emphasis is on optimising the value of a project and on boosting its impact.
The Valo project is a 2 year Leonardo da Vinci Lifelong Learning Project that started on 1st of October 2011. The project consortium consists of the following partners:
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The training and certification schema will be applicable to training on the labour market and for university master students. A pilot training and certification will be carried out in five countries (Austria, Greece, Ireland, Finland, the UK) at the organisations that participate in the VALO project (for further info see www.valo.it.teithe.gr). 
Valorisation Experts will obtain knowledge on:

· core principles of valorisation;
· identification of stakeholders important for valorisation;
· methods for analysing the alignment of business processes to valorisation requirements;
· definition of valorisation processes in organisation;
· valorisation related monitoring and relevant models for reviewing valorisation;
· continuous improvement of valorisation, etc.

Implementing Valorisation principles in organisations will result in following benefits:

· diffusion of the results of projects and innovations to relevant stakeholders;
· improvement of the relationships with stakeholders;
· improvement of innovation through contacts and collaboration with a diverse range of stakeholders, and through exposure to perspectives of a holistic approach;
· contribution to the long-term viability of the organisation;
· improvement of the competitiveness of the organisation with respect to its competitors;
· enhancement of the reputation and image of the organisation and fostering greater public trust.

Skills and knowledge of Valorisation Experts will be needed by:

· all types of organisations (profit and non for profit organisations: corporations, SMEs, Universities, NGO, etc.) to efficiently explore, apply and disseminate results from innovation and projects, and to improve influence and cooperation with actors in business and/or society;
· governmental (public) bodies to disseminate results from innovation and projects to other organisations in local/state environment;
· various non-governmental bodies working in areas of research and innovation, as well as other interested groups (students, unions, employees etc.) to establish cooperation in Research & Development (R&D) etc.
VALO Project forthcoming events

	03-04 Sept. 2012
	2nd planned project meeting hosted by Middlesex University, London, UK

	05      Sept. 2012   
	Workshop about the Skills Strategies of the Future in Europe hosted by the British Computer Society (BCS)




The BCS workshop agenda is presented below. For further information, please, contact siaka@it.teithe.gr or e.georgiadou@mdx.ac.uk
	BCS Workshop Day  5.9.2012
	From
	To

	Introduction
	12.45
	13.00

	The Idea of a European School of Innovation and Improvement
	13.00
	13.30

	Discussions and Summary
	13.30
	14.00

	ECQA Certified Valorisation Manager
	14.00
	14.30

	Discussions and Summary
	14.30
	15.00

	Coffee Break
	15.00
	15.15

	ECQA Certified Social Responsibility Manager
	15.15
	16.15

	Discussions and Summary
	16.15
	16.45

	ECQA Certified Functional Safety Engineer / Manager
	16.45
	17.15

	Discussions and Summary
	17.15
	17.45

	Overall WS Summary
	17.45
	18.00








